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Welcome to the School of Architecture, Design and Planning

School Manager

Olivia Dwyer

Welcome

Head of School

Professor Ali Cheshmehzangi

Senior Technical Officer

Sam Butler

VisLab Director

Associate Professor Fred Fialho 
Teixeira

Academic Advisor and 
Directior of Engagement

Associate Professor Stephanie 
Wyeth

UQ Organisation of Planning Students (OOPS)
The UQ Organisation of Planning Students (OOPS) is a UQ Union affiliated 
society.  We aim to provide our members with opportunities in industry, 
sporting and social fields. As a small society, we take pride in truly knowing our 
members and providing tailored events for them. Additional to industry events, 
OOPS is recognised for partaking in well regarded social events such as; UQIC 
competition, often fielding teams in Touch Rugby League, Rugby Union, and 
Netball; pub crawls; trivia nights; and formal balls. OOPS regularly partners with 
other UQU societies, inter-uni societies and the new UQ School of Architecture, 
Design and Planning to provide cross disciplinary events.Memberships are on 
sale now!

linktr.ee/uqoops

Visit adp.uq.edu.au/student-societies for more details

How to enrol
We're so happy you're joining us at UQ!

To enrol in your courses, you'll use a system called 

mySI-net, which is the control centre for student 

administration at UQ. Among other things, mySI-net 

lets you:

– enrol in courses

– drop courses

– update personal information

Once you've enrolled, you'll use a system called 

My Timetable. Through My Timetable you can register 

your preferred class times and swap classes if you need to. 

During your time at UQ, you'll always use mySI-net 

and My Timetable at the beginning of each semester. 

You can access both from the my.UQ Dashboard, your 

personalised portal to UQ systems and notifications.

Also ensure you check your student email frequently.

Keep 'Starting at UQ' open in a 
separate window as you work 
through the 'Enrol' section.

Log in to Starting at UQ for a step-by-step guide 

on how to set up your mySI-net profile, enrol in 

your courses and register your class preferences.

General FAQS? Go to: adp.uq.edu.au/study/first-

year-student-guide/frequently-asked-questions-

first-year

 27 July Classes commence – YES, WE START IN WEEK 1 on Monday 27 July 2026

 9 August Last day to add courses

 31 August Last day to drop courses without financial liability

 30 September Last day to drop courses without academic penalty

Semester 2 
CRITICAL  
DATES

IMPORTANT DATES 

For the academic calendar, teaching periods, 
summer semester dates etc. (relevant to both 
commencing and continuing students), head to:

about.uq.edu.au/academic-calendar

Follow us on social media
Be part of the UQ Architecture, Design 
and Planning community, and keep up 
to date with the latest news and events.

Instagram: @uqadp_

LinkedIn: UQ School of Architecture, 
Design and Planning

Program Convenor

Dr Sara Alidoust

We’re here  
to help.

This is a condensed version of the First 
Year Guide. For the full guide go to: 
www.adp.uq.edu.au/study/first-year- 
student-guide

https://linktr.ee/uqoops
https://adp.uq.edu.au/study/get-more-your-degree/student-societies
https://my.uq.edu.au/starting-at-uq
https://adp.uq.edu.au/study/first-year-student-guide/frequently-asked-questions-first-year
https://adp.uq.edu.au/study/first-year-student-guide/frequently-asked-questions-first-year
https://adp.uq.edu.au/study/first-year-student-guide/frequently-asked-questions-first-year
https://about.uq.edu.au/academic-calendar
https://www.instagram.com/uqadp_/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/uq-school-of-architecture-design-planning/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/uq-school-of-architecture-design-planning/
https://adp.uq.edu.au/study/first-year-student-guide
https://adp.uq.edu.au/study/first-year-student-guide
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Your first semester 
in urban planning

Your first semester in urban planning will provide you with the 
foundational knowledge, technical skills and creative imagination to shape 
our built environment and design the cities and spaces of tomorrow.

Visit https://www.eait.uq.edu.au/study-plans/architecture-design-and-
planning/urban-planning for detailed study plans. If you have further 
questions about your study plan, you can request a meeting with an 
Academic Advisor via adp@uq.edu.au.

PLAN1100 Foundational Ideas for Planning

PLAN1101 Teamwork and Negotiation for Planners

Class contact:
–	 2 lecture hours per week
–	 1 practical hour per week

Coordinator:  
Dr Frank Zou 
zhenpeng.zou@uq.edu.au

Class contact:
–	 3 contact hours per week

Coordinator:  
Dr Melissa Hensley 
m.hensley@uq.edu.au

A survey of influential theories, concepts, 
and ideas that inform the historical and 
contemporary practice of planning. 
Economic concepts, social and behavioural 
theory, and systems of governance and 
administration will be examined and related 
to planning theory and practice. 

Students will select and explore one 
influential idea in-depth to creatively 
and cogently relate this topic to planning 
practice.

The course provides an introduction to 
foundational theories and concepts which 
inform planning strategy and planning 
practice.

This course provides an introductory 
understanding of the concepts and 
practices of group work and teamwork, 
and of ways in which planners can achieve 
effective outcomes in negotiating and 
community consultation for desirable 
planning and development outcomes, 
especially as part of a planning team. 
Because urban planners work mainly in 
teams it is critical that students are aware of 
the issues that can arise in working within 
groups, including the approaches that 
different people take to decision-making 
and problem solving.

The course will include a basic standard 
personality assessment and will then build 
on students' team experiences to include 
basic approaches to conflict management, 
ethical negotiation, community consultation 
and group dynamics.

Urban Planning lectures, 
workshops and studios offer 
a great opportunity to ask 
questions and seek feedback 
from tutors, lecturers and peers. 

Required materials  
Notebook / laptop for note taking.

Refer to the current PLAN1100 
Foundational Ideas for Planning electronic 
course profile for the most up to date list 
of required materials.

Required materials  
Notebook / laptop for note taking.

Refer to the current PLAN1101 Teamwork 
and Negotiation for Planners electronic 
course profile for the most up to date list 
of required materials.

https://www.eait.uq.edu.au/study-plans/architecture-design-and-planning/urban-planning
https://www.eait.uq.edu.au/study-plans/architecture-design-and-planning/urban-planning
mailto:adp%40uq.edu.au?subject=Urban%20Planning%20Academic%20Advisor%20Request
https://programs-courses.uq.edu.au/course.html?course_code=PLAN1100
https://programs-courses.uq.edu.au/course.html?course_code=PLAN1101
mailto:zhenpeng.zou%40uq.edu.au?subject=PLAN1100%20Student%20Enquiry
mailto:m.hensley%40uq.edu.au?subject=PLAN1101%20Student%20Enquiry
https://programs-courses.uq.edu.au/course.html?course_code=PLAN1100
https://programs-courses.uq.edu.au/course.html?course_code=PLAN1100
https://programs-courses.uq.edu.au/course.html?course_code=PLAN1100
https://programs-courses.uq.edu.au/course.html?course_code=PLAN1101
https://programs-courses.uq.edu.au/course.html?course_code=PLAN1101
https://programs-courses.uq.edu.au/course.html?course_code=PLAN1101
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Your first semester 
in urban planning

Your first semester in urban planning will provide you with the 
foundational knowledge, technical skills and creative imagination to shape 
our built environment and design the cities and spaces of tomorrow.

Visit https://www.eait.uq.edu.au/study-plans/architecture-design-and-
planning/urban-planning for detailed study plans. If you have further 
questions about your study plan, you can request a meeting with an 
Academic Advisor via adp@uq.edu.au.

GEOM1000 Fundamentals of Geographic Information & Technologies

GEOG1000 Human Geography

Class contact:
–	 2 lecture hours per week
–	 2 practical hours per week

Coordinator:  
Dr Scott Lieske 
scott.lieske@uq.edu.au

Class contact:
–	 2 lecture hours per week
–	 2 practical hours per week
 
Coordinators:  
Dr Thomas Sigler 
t.sigler@uq.edu.au

This course develops fundamental 
quantitative, statistical and spatial 
thinking skills for geographers, geologists, 
planners, and environmental scientists 
and managers to underpin understanding 
and management of our natural and built 
environments and human activities.

It draws from practical examples to enable 
students to appreciate the nature of spatial 
data collected from primary and secondary 
sources and to make informed decisions 
through scientific analysis of data and 
information.

Emphases are on when and why the various 
data analysis techniques should be applied, 
how analytical procedures are conducted 
and the interpretation of results. Computers 
and data analysis software will be used.

This course introduces students to core 
theories and concepts in human geography. 
The first half of the course focuses on core 
themes, including political, economic, and 
cultural elements of geography. Students 
will learn a range of issues relating to 
contemporary globalisation.

The latter half of the course focuses on 
urban service analysis in terns of the role 
that geographers play in analysing crime, 
housing and health.

Finally, a series of urban models is 
presented which help to describe and 
explain the basic function of cities and the 
behaviour of their residents. Hands- on 
practical exercises supplement classroom 
learning.

Urban Planning lectures, 
workshops and studios offer 
a great opportunity to ask 
questions and seek feedback 
from tutors, lecturers and peers.

Required materials  
Notebook / laptop for note taking.

Refer to the current GEOM1000 
Fundamentals of Geographic Information 
& Technologies electronic course profile 
for the most up to date list of required 
materials.

Required materials  
Notebook / laptop for note taking.

Refer to the current GEOG1000 Human 
Geography electronic course profile 
for the most up to date list of required 
materials 

https://www.eait.uq.edu.au/study-plans/architecture-design-and-planning/urban-planning
https://www.eait.uq.edu.au/study-plans/architecture-design-and-planning/urban-planning
mailto:adp%40uq.edu.au?subject=Urban%20Planning%20Academic%20Advisor%20Request
https://programs-courses.uq.edu.au/course.html?course_code=GEOM1000
https://programs-courses.uq.edu.au/course.html?course_code=GEOG1000
mailto:scott.lieske%40uq.edu.au?subject=GEOM1000%20Student%20Enquiry
mailto:t.sigler%40uq.edu.au?subject=GEOG1000%20Student%20Enquiry
https://programs-courses.uq.edu.au/course.html?course_code=GEOM1000
https://programs-courses.uq.edu.au/course.html?course_code=GEOM1000
https://programs-courses.uq.edu.au/course.html?course_code=GEOM1000
https://programs-courses.uq.edu.au/course.html?course_code=GEOG1000
https://programs-courses.uq.edu.au/course.html?course_code=GEOG1000
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The studios and First Year Learning Studio The studios and First Year Learning Studio are vibrant and creative spaces for collaboration, are vibrant and creative spaces for collaboration, 
project work, study and discussion among peers. UQ's project work, study and discussion among peers. UQ's studio culturestudio culture will help you establish  will help you establish 
the rhythms and processes of design, and gain essential skills needed to succeed in a professional the rhythms and processes of design, and gain essential skills needed to succeed in a professional 
design environment.design environment.

Studio culture and 

What is "studio culture"? –	 Establishing a vibrant “studio culture” and facilitating active involvement in design 
studios is a focus of the UQ School of Architecture, Design and Planning. We encourage 
a studio culture where you work iteratively and collaboratively – to learn from 
interaction with your peers and teaching staff in both contact and non-contact hours.

–	 Participating in studio culture allows you to learn the necessary rhythms and 
processes of design, through a repetitive cycle of thinking, doing and reflecting. 
You will be actively guided and trained on how to work in design studios, gaining 
essential skills that will carry forward through the remainder of your studies and 
into your professional career as an architect or designer.

–	 All students will have the opportunity to work in hand-drawn and digital media for 
work-in-progress and final drawings, as well as multiple physical models at varied 
scales and stages, as foundations to developing design thinking.

–	 Studio culture at UQ provides students with key foundational knowledge and modes 
of operating in a design environment. It's also a lot of fun!

What can I do 
in the First Year Learning 
Studio?

Location: Zelman Cowen 
Building, Level 2, 
Room 223.

–	 Work collaboratively with your peers and learn from teaching staff
–	 Use the space for both structured activities and self-directed learning / study
–	 Learn and practice the rhythms and processes of iterative design:

–	 Think: Observe, listen, see, feel, absorb, evaluate
–	 Do: Test your observations and creative thoughts through physical doing, 

measuring, drawing, model-making and creative experimentation
–	 Reflect: Self-directed and collaborative reflection and discussion on your 

'doing'. What is working? What needs more testing?
–	 Use the computers available 
–	 Use the materials space to assemble your architectural models 
–	 Hang out with your mates IRL! 
–	 Refill your water bottle
–	 Find out about the latest urban planning events

What is the Collaborative 
Workshop (COLAB)?

Location: Zelman Cowen 
Building, Ground Level.

–	 All Architecture, Design and Planning students have access to the Collaborative 
Workshop (COLAB), which provides facilities and equipment for model making and 
1:1 scale prototyping. Students are welcome to explore the equipment and materials 
available. To use the specialised equipment, you are required to undertake relevant 
online training and attend induction sessions. These can be accessed through UQ 
Blackboard > COLAB.

How should I  
manage my time?

–	 Read dates carefully as not all classes are weekly
–	 Put together weekly and semester schedule
–	 Attend all required design studios, lectures, tutorials and field trips
–	 When possible, embrace opportunities for optional fieldwork 
–	 Start each course by understanding how the course is structured, the requirements, 

learning resources and when the assessments are due. Course profiles: my.UQ
–	 BE ACTIVE! Attend all lectures, studios and tutorials; checkout Facebook groups for 

your courses; participate in learning activities; practice problems; revise and review your 
work; and if in doubt, ask!

–	 Utilise all of the learning resources available to you, such as:
	 • Course tutors and studio assists 
	 • Learning workshops: https://my.uq.edu.au/information-and-services/student-
support/workshops

First Year Learning Studio

https://adp.uq.edu.au/collaborative-workshop-colab
https://adp.uq.edu.au/collaborative-workshop-colab
https://portal.my.uq.edu.au/#/dashboard
https://my.uq.edu.au/information-and-services/student-support/study-skills
https://my.uq.edu.au/information-and-services/student-support/workshops
https://my.uq.edu.au/information-and-services/student-support/workshops
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"Definitely get practical experience during university 
to get ahead. It helps you get a leg up on everyone 
else, while also making practical sense of what you 
learn in the classroom.

UQ offers industry-focused planning projects in 
each year of your studies, plus the lecturers help link 
students with useful industry contacts."  

Coby Tomlins 
Graduate of Bachelor of Urban Planning

CRICOS 00025B • TEQSA PRV12080

Need help?
Student Central
Prentice Building (42)

p 1300 275 870 (Option 1) 
w my.uq.edu.au/contact/ 
student-central

Student Services
w my.uq.edu.au/information-and- 
services/student-support

Student Advocacy and Support
w uqu.com.au/student-advoca-
cy-and-support/

School of Architecture, Design 
and Planning Reception 
Level 3, Zelman Cowen Building (51)
p +61 7 3365 3537 
e adp@uq.edu.au
w adp.uq.edu.au

Faculty of Engineering,  
Architecture and Information 
Technology 
Hawken Engineering Building (50), 
Level 2 
p +61 7 3365 4666 
e enquiries@eait.uq.edu.au 
w eait.uq.edu.au

https://my.uq.edu.au/contact/student-central
https://my.uq.edu.au/contact/student-central
https://my.uq.edu.au/information-and-services/student-support
https://my.uq.edu.au/information-and-services/student-support
http://uqu.com.au/student-advocacy-and-support/
http://uqu.com.au/student-advocacy-and-support/
https://adp.uq.edu.au/
mailto:enquiries%40eait.uq.edu.au?subject=Student%20Enquiry
https://www.eait.uq.edu.au/

